RIGHTS OF MAN, Part IL 

paragraph upon religion, viz. u that every religion is good, that 
u teaches man to he good” 

I have carefully avoided to enlarge upon the fubjefl, becaufe 
I am inclined to believe, that what is called the prefent minidry 
v/ifh to fee contentions about religion kept up, to prevent the 
nation turning its attention to fubje£ts of government. It rij 
as if they were to fay, “ Look that or any <way, hut this.” 

But as religion is very improperly made a political machine, 
and the reality of it is thereby deftro^ed, I will conclude this 
work, with dating in what light religion appears to me. 

If we fuppofe a large family of children, who, on any particular 
day, or particular circumdance, made it a cuflomtoprefent to their 
parent fome token of their affedtion and gratitude, each of them 
would make a different offering, and mod probably in a diffe- 
rent manner. Some would. pay their congratulations in themes 
of verfe or profe, by fome little devices, as their genius dictat- 
ed, according to what they thought would pleafe; and, perhaps, 
the lead of all, not able to do any of thofe things, w r ould ramble 
into the garden, or the field, and gather what it thought the 
prettied dower it could find, though, perhaps, it might be but 
a fimple weed. The parent would be more gratified by fuch 
variety, than if the whole of them had aCfed on a concerted 
plan, and each had made exactly the fame offering. This would 
have the cold appearance of contrivance, or the harfh one ob 
controul. But of all unwelcome things, nothing could n?ore 
afflift the parent than to know, that the whole of them had af- 
terwards gotten together by the ears, boys and girls, fighting, 
fcratching, reviling, and abufing each other about which was 
the bed or the word prefen t. 

Why may we not fuppofe, that the great Father of all is 
pleafed with variety of devotion ; and that the greated offence 
we cana<d, is that by which we feek to torment and render each 
other miferable. For my own part, I am fully fatisfied that 
what i am now doing, with an endeavour to conciliate man- 
kind, to render their condition happy, to unite nations that 
have hitherto been enemies, and to extirpate the horrid practice 
of war, and break the chains of flaveryand opprefiion, is ac- 
ceptable in His fight, and being the bed fervice I can perform, 
I a<d it chearfully. 

I do not believe that any two men, on what are called do&rinal 
points, think alike who think at all. It is only thofe who have 
not thought that appear to agree. It is in this cafe as with what 
is called theBritifh conditution. It has been taken for granted 
to be good, and encomiums have fupplied the place of proof. 
But when the nation come to examine into its principles and the 
abufes it admits, it will be found to have more defedls than I' 
have pointed out in this work and the former. 

As to what are called national religions, we may, with as 
much propriety, talk of national gods. It is either political 
craft or the remains of the pagan fydem, wheu every nation 
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had its feparate and particular deity. Among all the writers' of 
the Englifb church clergy, who have treated on the generaldib* 
je<d of religion, the prefent Bifhop of Landaff has not been ex- 
celled, audit is with much pleafure that I take the opportunity of 
exprdling this token of refpeft. 

I have now gone through the whole of the fubje<d, at lead, 
as far as it appears to me at prefent. It has been my intention 
for the five years I have been in Europe, to offer -an addrefs to 
the people of England on the fubjeft of government, if the 
opportunity prefented itfelf before 1 returned to America. Mr. 
Burke has thrown it in my way, and I thank him. On a cer- 
tain occafion three years ago, I prelfed him topropofea national 
convention to be fairly eleiffed for the purpofe of taking the date 
of the nation into confideration ; but I found, that however 
drongly the parliamentary current was then fetting againd the 
party he a&ed with, their policy was do keep every thing within 
that field of corruption, and trud to accidents. Long expe- 
rience had fhewn that parliaments would follow apy change of 
miniders, and on this they reded their hopes and their expec- 
tations. 

Formerly, when divifions arofe refpe&ing governments, re- 
courfe was had to the fword, and a civil war enfued. That fa- 
vage cudom is exploded by the new fydem, and reference is 
had to national conventions. Difcnffion and the general will ar- 
bitrates the quedion, and to this, private opinion yields with a 
good grace, and order is preferred uninterrupted. 

Some gentlemen have affe<ded to call the principles upon which 
this work and the former part of Rights of Man are founded, 
* a new fangled doctrine.” The quedion is not whether thofe 
principles are new or old, but whether they are right or wrong. 
Suppofe the former, I will fhew their effedt by a figure eafily 
Underdood. 

It is now towards the middle of February. Were I to take a 
turn into the country, the trees would prefent a leaflefs win- 
terly appearance. As people are apt to pluck twigs as they walk 
along, I perhaps might do the fame, and by chance might ob- 
ferve, that a Jingle hud on that twig had begun to fwell. I fhould 
reafon very unnaturally, or rather not reafon at all, to fuppofe 
this was the only bud in England which had this appearance. In- 
dead of deciding thus, I fliould indantly conclude, that the fame 
appearance was beginning, or about to begin, every where; and 
though the vegetable deep will continue longer on fome trees 
and plants than on others, and though fome of them may not 
blojjom for two or three years, all will be in leaf in the dimmer, 
except thofe which are rotten. What pace the political dimmer 
may Keep with the natural, no human forefight can determine. 
It is, however, not difficult to perceive that the fp ring is begun 
— Thus wilding, as I fincerely do, freedom and happinels to a’l 
nations, I clofe the 
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